
THINGS TO DO

•SIGHTS
•TOURS & ACTIVITIES

•MUSEUMS & 
GALLERIES

•FUN & ACTIVE



The Symbol of Latvia – Freedom Monument

Every Latvian knows this 42 meters tall monument that depicts young 
lady Milda holding three golden stars. These stars symbolize the 

provinces of Kurzeme, Vidzeme and Latgale. The monument is built to 
honour soldiers who were killed during the Latvian War of 

Independence (1918-1920). Nowadays it's one of the main meeting 
spots in the city.

The monument is situated in the very centre if the city and is easily 
accessible. It's the piece of the history of Latvia. If you are visiting the 

monument between 10am and 4pm you can also see a two-man 
Honour Guard standing there. They change every hour. 

There is "Tēvzemei un Brīvībai" written on the monument. It means 
"For Fatherland and Freedom" in English. 



Island in Riga - Ķīpsala

Great to go jogging, enjoy the scenery of the city and pass by classical 
old houses. Fresh, open and quiet it is a nice place to see Riga's old 

town from across the river. 
Bale island was used by fishermen before being industrialized in the 
18th and 19th centuries. It’s a well preserved haven of fisherman’s 

architecture, complete with 150-year-old wooden palaces with some 
classicist and national romantic features. 

Cross over the Suspension bridge to reach here.

  



Let Your Beast Out – Riga Zoo

It is a great place to spend a lovely day with family. The surrounding 
area of Meža Parks offers plenty of other activities to make a full day 

outing possible. 
Riga Zoo, founded in 1912, makes for a perfect alternative to all the 
architecture, featuring more than 3000 species. Settle down on the 

shores of the placid Ķīšezers lake, gaze at the giraffes. 
Beware of the camels - they’ve got some nasty habits.

Riga Zoo  -   Meža prospekts 1, Riga

Monday – Sunday: 10:00 – 16:00

+371 67518409



Baltic's Biggest Graffiti – ''Pērkons, Saule, Daugava'' 

To celebrate Riga as European Capital of Culture, in 2014 two Latvia's 
most renowned street artists - Rudens Stencil and Kiwie - came 

together to create the biggest graffiti mural in the Baltics - 800 square 
meters. They used more than 1500 spray cans to create this symbolic 

street art that combines the ancient with the modern. 
The graffiti is inspired by a 1938 poster for Latvian Song Festival - one 

of the largest choral events in the world. "Saule Pērkons Daugava" is 
the unofficial anthem of the festival. In the graffiti you can see ancient 

Latvian traditional belt - Lielvārde belt - that is said to protect its 
wearer and has become very popular in contemporary culture. 

K. Barona 114 (Tallinas), Riga



Great entertainment, food and crafts - Kalnciema 
Street Market

In a huge backyard surrounded by 120 year old wooden architecture is 
located one of the most respected and highly valued places by the 

locals. As we love our evenings out with the musicians, we love our 
relaxing time with a glass (or bottle) of wine. A "must-do" all year long, 

even when it gets cold - those nice pop-up markets never stop 
happening. Locals love the open air markets that are held there twice a 

month. Watch all sorts attend the markets, from families to artists. 
Very much a middle class thing going on. Check for events at 

http://www.kalnciemaiela.lv/ 
You’ll find open air markets, concerts, movie nights and small festivals 

held almost every week. It’s also worth a visit for the slow food 
restaurant, getting a good Italian wine in the wine store, checking out 

the gallery, staying the night at the manor house or simply enjoying 
the friendly people. 



Food, glorious food! - Centrāltirgus Market

This is the center of trade within Riga for the average person. You will 
mostly see people visiting to do their weekly shopping as well as those 
in search of local delicacies. The iconic Central Market was once one of 
the biggest and most modern markets in the world. Today it shelters a 
large and vibrant farmer’s market. Always fresh, natural and with an 

eco touch. You’ll recognize the huge Zeppelin hangars from a distance. 
Don't forget to bring a shopping bag!

Nēģu iela 7, Riga

Monday – Sunday: 07:00 – 18:00



The Palace of Light - The National Library of Latvia

Gaismas Pils (/The Palace of Light/ in Latvian) is the new architectural 
wonder of Riga, which is creating the new panorama of Riga's 

Pardaugava. The building was built solely for Latvian National Library 
in order to have all notable literature works in one place, which 

previously was dispersed in many parts of Riga. 
First of all, this is a huge library and here you can find many many 

unique books and other sources of texts, like all newspapers of Baltic 
Region issued through the century.

Secondary, here you can see the great view towards Riga Old Town and 
Tornakalns area.

Take a short ten minute long walk from Riga Old Town over Akmens 
Tilts (Stone Bridge) and you are here.  

Mūkusalas iela 3, Riga 

Mo-Fr: 09:00-20:00
Sa-Su: 10:00-17:00
+371 67287620

www.lnb.lv

tel:+371%2067287620
http://www.lnb.lv/


Old Harbour – Andrejsala

Space to sit by the water away from the hustle and bustle of the city. 
It's a constantly changing area so if old run down areas are of interest, 
pay it a visit.  The former Andrew Harbour used to be an open space 
teeming with artists, performances and studies, but has since been 

privatized. You can still find the odd survivor (like freak bike 
constructors and a floating concert hall) and sip beer on the wharfs. 

Also, Andrejsala is one of Rigas creative quarters.



 The biggest gallery in Riga - Mūkusala Art Saloon

Mūkusala Art Saloon is surely among the biggest and most ambitious 
galleries in Riga. Its focus is mostly on Latvian art, striving to exhibit 

contemporary artists. 

The Mūkusala Art Salon is driven by private initiative - with the aim of 
creating a democratic space, open to all members of society to get to 

know and enjoy Latvian art, free of charge. 

Mūkusalas iela 42, Riga
Tu-Fr: 12:00-18:00
Sa: 11:00-16:00

+ 371 28640886
www.mmsalons.lv

http://www.mmsalons.lv/
tel:+%20371%2028640886


Origin of the city - The Great Kristaps

A statue telling the origin tale of the city. Legend has it, Great 
Christopher once helped a child-saint cross the raging river. Once on 

the other side, the latter turned into a chest of gold, allowing 
Christopher to buy land and start building Riga. 

Novembra Krastmala, Riga



 

Sandy Beach in Riga Center, almost - Kipsala Beach

The summer in Latvia is very short and if you want to swim in the 
open water, but you don't have enough time to go to the sea, or you are 
simply feel sick of mainstream overcrowded Jurmala beaches, Kipsala 
Beach is a perfect solution. Beach get cleaned almost everyday .Beach 

volleyball, beach football and other outdoor activities are available 
here and it is just 5-10 minutes walking from the Old Town. Nice view 
towards rest of the city and it is located on Kipsala island, which can 
be a point of interest itself as well because of old wooden houses and 

cobbled roads. 



Armed to the teeth - Riga Aviation Museum

Impressive display of Soviet air power, plus you get a chance to have a 
look into some real old-school aircrafts and appreciate the growth of 

aviation. If you want to visit in a different time when it's not open, 
booking is possible by calling them. The Aviation Museum is armed to 

the teeth with old Russian fighter jets and supersonic bombers and 
helicopters and sits right next to the airport so you can check it out 

right before you take off. 
Take bus No. 22 from "13. Janvāra iela" or "11. Novembra Krastmala" 

to "Lidosta" (airport)

10/1 Riga Airport, Marupe district, Riga

Mo-Fr: 09:00-17:00
+371 26862707
http://en.airmuseum.lv

tel:+371%2026862707


Chocolate aroma - Laima chocolate factory/museum

Laima chocolate factory/museum is well known for unique chocolate. 
In recent years there is a very well renovated building and museum 

where you can learn a lot of interesting things about chocolate and its 
origin.  In is soma days when a factory produces chocolate and the 
wind is blowing from right side surrounding streets fills up with 
chocolate aroma. Bitter, sweetish aroma. I suggest starting aroma 

hunting from Palidzibas street. Not every day you can get the smell. 
After that you take a tour of the museum and sit in a local chocolate 

shop.   Get nice table in cafe and order hot chocolate! 

Miera Street 22, Riga
Tu-Su: 10:00-19:00
+37166154777

www.laimasokoladesmuzejs.lv/en

http://www.laimasokoladesmuzejs.lv/en
tel:+37166154777


Old and fairytaly - Riga Bourse Art Museum

Located in the building of the former house the Riga Bourse, the 
museum houses a beautiful collection of European art. It is mostly 
painting from 16th-19th century but also porcelain and silver from 
Europe and art from the Far and the Middle East. On the first floor 
there are changing exhibitions that attract a lot of visitors. You can 

come here both for art and for architecture. While seeing the 
exhibitions, pay attention to the 19th century building inspired by the 

Venetian Renaissance palaces. It was opened after a restoration on 
2011. 

Doma laukums 6, Riga
Tu-Th: 10:00-18:00
Fr: 10:00-20:00
Sa-Su: 10:00-18:00
rigasbirza.lv/en/home

http://rigasbirza.lv/en/home


Dive into photography – Museum of Photography

Riga is famous for the "Minox" spy camera, but if you want to really 
dive into the world of photography, this museum is your place. We’re 
talking 10,000-odd pieces of equipment, negatives, documents and 

books and more. Analogue lovers will appreciate the surreal setting. 

Mārstaļu iela 8, Riga

Tu-We: 11:00-17:00
Th: 12:00-19:00
Fr-Su: 11:00-17:00
+371 67222713
fotomuzejs.lv

http://fotomuzejs.lv/
tel:+371%2067222713


How to resist the USSR - Museum of Barricades of 
1991

The barricades in the capitals cities of Baltics, was a crucial moment in 
the regaining of the independence of the three countries in January 

1991. The biggest part of the population participated in the unarmed 
resistance, courageously facing the unknown. Most of the people are 

still among us, living witnesses of history. How does a small, new 
country fight for its freedom against a big and powerful Soviet Union? 
The Museum of the Barricades is the place where the personal stories 
wind together with the political context and the management of this 

historical event. 

3 Kramu Street, Riga

Mo-Sa: 10:00-17:00
barikades.lv/en/index/

http://barikades.lv/en/index/


Art Nouveau at its finest - Art Nouveau Museum

In this old 1903 house, there is a museum / apartment of the Art 
Nouveau period that helps to expose what a variety of period interior 

details looked like. This was an upper class living space that allows 
you to feel some of the affluence of the time.  The stairways, wrapped 

in fantastic paintings, lead to studies once inhabited by famous Latvian 
writers and artists. Breathtaking exhibits take you back a hundred 

years. Full of exhibits but do not rush as the museum is quite small. 

Alberta iela 12 (entrance from Strēlnieku iela), Riga
Tu-Su: 10:00-18:00
+371 67181465
https://artnouveauriga.lv/

https://artnouveauriga.lv/
tel:+371%2067181465


Latvian Art is great! - Latvian National Museum of 
Art

Fine examples of Latvian artists in a breathtaking building. Holding 
openings and exhibitions it is a place to return to over the years. The 

building itself is worth visiting, its huge and it was renovated only 
recently.  This eclectic styled building, one of the last of its kind, houses 
a museum holding 32,000 pieces of art, covering a variety of styles and 

eras, from Classicism to Baroque to Rococo.
Keep in mind: the ticket office closes half an hour before the actual 

closing time. 

1 Janis Rozentāls Square, Riga
Tu-Th: 10:00-18:00
Fr: 10:00-20:00
Sa-Su: 10:00-17:00
+37167324461
www.lnmm.lv

http://www.lnmm.lv/
tel:+37167324461


Classic Kino! - Splendid Palace

This is perhaps the only classical styled movie theatre in the Baltic 
states. Great international films are shown here on a regular basis as 
well as during festivals. A great place to sit back and let the films do 
the work.  Today, it still offers non-commercialised cinematography 
and concerts. You should definitely pay them a visit, if only for the 

gorgeous baroque/rococo interior and the great hall!  Try not to look 
too long at the interior, you may miss the film! 

Elizabetes iela 61, Riga
Mo-Su: 10:00-21:00
+371 67181144
http://www.splendidpalace.lv/

tel:+371%2067181144
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